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Listening 7KH�*OREDO�6FDOH�RI�(QJOLVK�LV�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�(QJOLVK�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��R΍HULQJ� 
D�JUDQXODU��UHDO�ZRUOG�PHDVXUH�RI�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�SURȴFLHQF\�DFURVV�WKH�IRXU�VNLOOV���
Some examples of what a learner can do in Listening on the GSE scale: 

Can understand short, 
simple instructions 
DGGUHVVHG�FDUHIXOO\� 

DQG�VORZO\

Can understand a phone 
number from a recorded 

message

Can IROORZ�PDQ\�ȴOPV in 
which visuals and action 

FDUU\�PXFK�RI�WKH�VWRU\OLQH

Can follow most of 
a clearly structured 
presentation within  

WKHLU�RZQ�ȴHOG

Can generally identify the 
topic of discussion around 

them when conducted  
VORZO\�DQG�FOHDUO\

Can extract the main 
points from news 

items��HWF��ZLWK�RSLQLRQV��
arguments and discussion

Can follow an animated 
conversation between 
WZR�ȵXHQW�VSHDNHUV

 Can understand in detail 
discussions on abstract 

and complex topics 
DPRQJ�VSHDNHUV�ZLWK�D�
YDULHW\�RI�DFFHQWV�DQG�

dialects
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Reading 7KH�*OREDO�6FDOH�RI�(QJOLVK�LV�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�(QJOLVK�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��R΍HULQJ� 
D�JUDQXODU��UHDO�ZRUOG�PHDVXUH�RI�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�SURȴFLHQF\�DFURVV�WKH�IRXU�VNLOOV���
Some examples of what a learner can do in Reading on the GSE scale: 

Can read and understand 
simple prices

Can understand short 
written notices, signs 
and instructions with 

visual support

Can identify the main 
topic and related ideas in 

a structured text

Can recognise the 
writer’s point of view in a 

structured text

Can understand simple 
technical information  
�H�J��LQVWUXFWLRQV�IRU� 
HYHU\GD\�HTXLSPHQW�

Can recognise the 
repetition of ideas 

expressed�E\�VXEVWLWXWLRQ��
paraphrasing, etc

Can understand complex 
arguments in newspaper 

articles

Can understand highly 
colloquial language in 

unstructured texts that 
use complex structures
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Speaking 7KH�*OREDO�6FDOH�RI�(QJOLVK�LV�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�(QJOLVK�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��R΍HULQJ� 
D�JUDQXODU��UHDO�ZRUOG�PHDVXUH�RI�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�SURȴFLHQF\�DFURVV�WKH�IRXU�VNLOOV���
6RPH�H[DPSOHV�RI�ZKDW�D�OHDUQHU�FDQ�GR�LQ�6SHDNLQJ�RQ�WKH�*6(�VFDOH��

Can tell the time of day  
WR�ZLWKLQ�ȴYH�PLQXWHV

Can say what they like  
and dislike

Can repeat back what 
LV�VDLG�WR�FRQȴUP�

understanding�DQG�NHHS�
a discussion on course

Can engage in extended 
conversation�LQ�D�FOHDUO\�
SDUWLFLSDWRU\�IDVKLRQ�RQ�

most general topics

Can give a short basic 
description of events  

and activities

Can adjust to the 
changes of direction, 
style and emphasis 
QRUPDOO\�IRXQG�LQ�

conversation

Can FDUU\�RXW�DQ�H΍HFWLYH��
ȵXHQW�LQWHUYLHZ, 

VSRQWDQHRXVO\�IROORZLQJ� 
up on interesting replies

Can join a conversation 
already in progress 

EHWZHHQ�ȵXHQW�VSHDNHUV�
on complex topics
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Writing 7KH�*OREDO�6FDOH�RI�(QJOLVK�LV�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�(QJOLVK�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��R΍HULQJ� 
D�JUDQXODU��UHDO�ZRUOG�PHDVXUH�RI�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�SURȴFLHQF\�DFURVV�WKH�IRXU�VNLOOV���
Some examples of what a learner can do in Writing on the GSE scale: 

Can write a detailed 
critical review of cultural 

events  
�H�J��SOD\V��ȴOPV��FRQFHUWV�� 

RU�OLWHUDU\�ZRUNV

Can write the letters  
of the alphabet in upper  

and lower case

Can use basic 
punctuation  

�H�J��FRPPDV��IXOO�VWRSV�� 
TXHVWLRQ�PDUNV�

Can make simple 
comparisons between 

people, places  
or things

Can write a detailed 
description of a complex 

process

 Can write a description 
of a future event or 

activity

Can use very basic 
connectors like and, but, 

so and then

Can summarise the main 
message from simple 
diagrams �H�J��JUDSKV�� 

EDU�FKDUWV�

Can write a formal 
email/letter of thanks or 
apology with appropriate 

conventions

Can write a letter 
of complaint with 

appropriate register, 
structure and conventions


